Partnership meeting

for schools interested in 

THE PROJECT:
NATIONAL AND EUROPEAN IDENTITY OF 
EUROPEAN CITIZENS

within Comenius- Socrates programme
School Project

Poland

03.01.2007   - 08.01.2007              

PROGRAMME OF THE SEMINAR

03.01.2007(Wednesday)

Guests’ arrival from partner schools at Katowice – Pyrzowice airport.

Greeting and accommodation of guests from partner schools.

6.00 p.m.
Meeting of teachers interested in doing a project “National and European Identity of European Citizens” within a Socrates – Comenius programme of the European Union.

1. Getting to know each other.

2. General information about the project.

    Presentation of the proposed subject matter of cooperation by the author of the project 

    Ms Stanisława Mistarz from Zespół Szkół Liceum Ogólnokształcącego in Wojkowice.

3. Participation of foreign volunteers:

   Valeria di Caro – Italy

   Albert van der Most – the Netherlands

   visiting Poland as a part of the project “Our Voice in Europe” carried out by Club 

   of European Integration in Zespół Szkół LO in Wojkowice YOUTH PROGRAMME –

   EUROPEAN VOLUNTARY WORK.

04.01.2007 (Thursday)

9.00 a.m.

Teachers from partner schools are visiting Gimnazjum no. 20 in Katowice:

· Teachers are welcomed by school community

· Meeting with teachers and students

· Information about the school

· Getting to know the school

11.00 a.m. – 1.30 p.m.

Meeting of teachers interested in doing the project “National and European Identity  of European Citizens”. Detailed presentation of the proposed subject matter by the author of the project 

Ms Stanisława Mistarz from Zespół Szkół Liceum Ogólnokształcącego in Wojkowice.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

NATIONAL AND EUROPEAN IDENTITY OF EUROPEAN CITIZENS

The project activities are based on the following topics:

· The youth’s anxiety

· Homeland

The first topic “The youth`s anxiety” is the translation of the Italian expression “disagio giovanile” – conflict causing behaviour of the youth aged 14 to 18, [time of pubescence]. It is the research of different ways of behaviour and comparing youth problems in 3 countries concerning communication, co-operation and multicultural society: problems with identification in a given group – family, class, school, club, town, region, nation, Europe.

The problems connected with the topic: “The youth`s anxiety”:

1. Juvenile delinquency:

· Growth of youth delinquency – criminal acting of children and under age – children rob children
· Groups of adolescents tyrannize town districts
· Adolescents kill adolescents
· Increase of crimes, thefts
· The young do not respect the older
· Causes and effects of delinquency
· Looking for the ways of preventing juvenile delinquency
· Unemployment, loneliness, life standard
2. Violence at school:

· Reasons of aggression and brutality

· Growth of crime among the young

· Brutal bullying among students

· Mobbing

· Vandalism

· Loss of safety – remedial measures

· Feeling of helplessness and weakness

      The activities connected with this topic will concentrate on researching and analyzing the 

      ways of adolescents`  behaviour in different countries and searching for the ways of 

      decreasing delinquency and aggressive behaviour among the young.

The topic: “Homeland” concerns mainly the development of own identity of the young in Europe. The superior theme: “National and European identity of European citizens” should be considered in European – international dimension.

We have planned the student meeting, where they will present the project work effects, problems analysis, their own opinions and suggestions of acting in order to minimalize existing problems.

     3. The problems connected with the topic “Homeland”:

· Is Europe a homeland?
· What do nationality and national feelings mean to young people?
· National identity [ national feelings]
· Work in Europe – mobility 
· Mobility = the loss or gaining  new homeland?
· Comparing the constitutions in selected areas:

· young people

· family 

-    young people’s rights

· educational systems

· foreign language learning
· university degree recognition

2.00 p.m. – 3.00 p.m.   Lunch break
3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.  A tour of Katowic & Pszczyna  

05.01.2007 (Friday)

9.00 a.m.  Teachers from partner schools are visiting Zespół Szkół  -Liceum Ogólnokształcącym and Technikum Architektury Krajobrazu  in Wojkowice
· Teachers are welcomed by school community

· Meeting with teachers and students

· Information about the school

· Getting to know the school
Presentation of experience and effects of partnership cooperation of schools while doing the project „Tolerance in our common European home”. 
Are we tolerant ?”         
What influence on changing students’ awareness  has realization of the project: Tolerance in common European home”

Tolerance in school, regional, state and Europe dimension 

Exchange of views.

 Participation of foreign volunteers:

   Valeria di Caro – Italy

   Albert van der Most – the Netherlands

   visiting Poland as a part of the project “Our Voice in Europe” carried out by Club 

   of European Integration in Zespół Szkół LO in Wojkowice YOUTH PROGRAMME –

   EUROPEAN VOLUNTARY WORK.

11.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m.    Discussion about  project content:

C. PROJECT CONTENTS AND ORGANIZATION

NATIONAL AND EUROPEAN IDENTITY OF EUROPEAN CITIZENS

1. DETAILED PROJECT AIMS:

· Overthrowing stereotypes , [getting rid of stereotype thinking about others]
· Communicating in foreign languages
· Multidimensional thinking
· Communicative and intercultural competence
· European identity in historical perspective
· Promoting intercultural education and fighting racism and xenophobia
· Supporting international youth co-operating schools
· Developing the sense of unity with Europe.
We have planned work [collecting and selecting information, analysis, research] in small groups of different age and ethnic origin students.

2. METHODS OF PROJECT REALIZATION

· Multimedial forms of presentation – applying information – communication technologies in school education
· Searching, evaluating and analyzing information
· Mediation in getting to knowledge
· Transmitting information obtained through analysis [scientific research]
· Enriching and deepening interschool and interschool activities; teaching work methods in a scientific aspect
THE INFLUENCE OF THE PROJECT ON SCHOOL, STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

· Growth of young generation life chances at the European work and education market
· Improvement of teaching methods
· Applying activating methods stimulating students`  creativity
· The project is the part of European education plan included in the school’s educational plan
· Promoting intercultural education
· Teachers`  professional training in the area of foreign languages
· Intensive use of modern information technologies
· Acquiring the skills of operating computers
· Acquiring by the students the ability of self-education
· Acquiring the ability of communicating and co-operating with others, making decisions and compromises
· Work in a group, management and subordination – preparing to future life
· Promoting democratic educational system, equality of educational chances for young people of different social background
· Improving language skills
· Promoting the idea that knowing at least two foreign languages is a standard in unified Europe being at the same time the perspective of steady professional career
· Promoting interdisciplinary education
· Facilitating of adjusting to new social and economic conditions
· Developing the sense of unity with Europe based on respecting various cultures, languages, traditions and educational systems
· Co-operation between educational systems
· International exchange of experiences and information promoted in the local environment through: 
· working in European Integration Club

· European meetings organized in the region
· Polish-German student exchange
· Foreign seminars
· Regional Educational Fairs
· School Open Days
· Experiences concerning social communication.
2.

IN 2006/2007 WE ARE PLANNING TO CARRY OUT PROJECTS CONNECTED WITH:

· THE YOUTH`S  ANXIETY

· HOMELAND

The first one is the English translation of the Italian expression: disagio giovanile, which means conflict causing behaviour of  people aged 14 -18.

Within the first project we are going to deal with the following topics:

· Juvenile delinquency

· Violence at school

· Mobbing

· Vandalism

· Reasons of juvenile delinquency

· Searching means of counteracting juvenile delinquency

· Unemployment – lack of perspectives

· Group dynamics and loneliness

· Standard of living – the right to have an appropriate standard of living (making demands )
The second project will concentrate on ‘Homeland’. Taking into consideration the fact that European Union continues to spread we should be ready to answer the question: what is homeland?
Young people show a lot of interest in the significance of identification that let them develop feelings connected with their homeland.

The  task of people who educate as well as our project’s is to establish a borderline between patriotism and nationalism and also being a mediator. The following questions should be asked:

· Is Europe a homeland?

· What do nationality and national feelings mean to young people? 

· What is national identity?

· Work in Europe – mobility = the loss or gaining new homeland?

· Comparing the constitutions in selected areas:

· young people

· family 

-    young people’s rights

· educational systems

· foreign language learning

· university degree recognition
At the beginning the students will be working in their own country. It should take them approximately  six months. Having prepared  the final list of questions, the students will interview precisely defined groups of people. After the exchange visits take place, there should come into being a product – a  brochure  and ‘a moving exhibition’ that ought to be put on our website in the Internet. The project workers will stay in touch through e-mails. We expect that once the project is finished the students’ sensitivity to social matters will increase.

Our school events should be presented on our web page.


The project issues are closely connected with the most difficult problems that have appeared in our local community since  the political system transformation.

High unemployment rate (almost 20 %) caused by closing down factories is conducive to juvenile delinquency and demoralization.
3.

THE FINAL RESULTS OF THE PROJECT

After the exchange visits there should come into being a common product including: 

· the brochure 

· ‘the moving exhibition’

· information  on the web page
The other products:

· power point presentation

· press articles

· photographic and artistic documentary 

· articles to the radio and TV
1.30 p.m. – 2.00 p.m.  Lunch break

2.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m. A tour of Bedzin and Katowice

06.01.2007 (Saturday)
8.30 a.m. – A trip to Cracow – a city known for ages as the centre of the Polish nation due to its 1000-year-old history; the city of the unique monuments and places of interests. It is also one of the 12 cities in the world that entered the UNESCO list of the World Cultural Heritage.

Sightseeing in Cracow:

· The Wawel Hill with the picturesque view of the Vistula River

· The Wawel Cathedral

· The arcaded courtyard of the Royal Castle

1.30 p.m. – Lunch in Cracow

Sightseeing after lunch:

- Collegium Maius – Museum of Jagiellonian University,

- Collegium Novum of Jagiellonian University,

- Romanesque St. Andrew’s church

- The Market Squqre with the Cloth Hall

- St. Mary’s Basilica and St. Barbara’s church

- The Grunwald Monument – Monument commemorating the Battle against the 

Teutonic Knights in 1410

· The Barbican – medieval defensive wall with St. Florian’s Gate
07.01.2007 ( Sunday)

8.30 a.m.  -  10.30 a.m.:   Different countries – different cultures: What divides us? What do we have in common? 

Impressions of foreign volunteers  

Valeria Di Caro  –  Italy
Albert van der Most  -  the Netherlands
   visiting Poland as a part of the project “Our Voice in Europe” carried out by Club 

   of European Integration in Zespół Szkół LO in Wojkowice YOUTH PROGRAMME –

   EUROPEAN VOLUNTARY WORK.

Discussion about the  content of the project and methods of realization, international exchange of information.                    
11.00 a.m. – Depart for Ustroń  in Beskid Śląski (picturesque setting, microclimate, mineral springs)
1.30 p.m. – 2.30 p.m.   Lunch break
        Walking paths and touristic trails
7.30 p.m. Meeting of teachers interested in doing a project “National and European Identity of European Citizens” within a Socrates – Comenius programme of the European Union.

Discussion about future cooperation
08.01.2007 ( Monday)

Saying goodbye to guests
Guests’ departure
Airport  : Katowice  - Pyrzowice
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